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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to its duty under 37 CFR 1.56, applicant submits the present IDS. Applicant 
requests that the Examiner consider the items listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, initial and 
return a copy of the enclosed PTO-1449, and indicate in the official file wrapper of the above- 
identified patent application that each item has been considered. A copy of each item is enclosed 
for the Examiner's convenience. 

Per 37 CFR 1 .97(b), the present IDS is being submitted either within 3 months of the 
filing date of the application, or prior to mailing of a first office action. 
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No fee is believed to be due for this submission. Should any fee be required, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge any such fee to Womble Carlyle's Deposit Account No. 
09-0528. 
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Respectfull y subm itted, 

Date: ft^^vl, -L/r*»V- ^tiAj^T^^ jg£j 1 

B/ihaw WcBee (Reg. No. 39,294) 
Womble, Garlyle, Sandridge & Rice 
P.O. Box 7037 
Atlanta, GA 30357-0037 
Office: 703-790-3310 
Fax: 703-790-2623 
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(Use several sheets if necessary) 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 



Document 
Number 



Date 



Name 



Subclass 



Filing Date 
If Appropriate 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document 
Number 



Date 



Country 



Subclass [Translation 
Yes No 



DE 199641 75 Al 



Germany 



EP 0918616 Bl 



07/22/97 



European 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc) 



* EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw 
line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication 
to the applicant. 
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